
Africa Speaks Continuation Committee via Skype on 7th April 2020.


Present: Modupe Ehirim (Chair), Ed Elliott, John Gathuku, Jules Ouoba, Liz Patten, Tim Welch. 


1. Prayer & Devotional Thought

As preparation for a time of prayer, each member shared a little about the impact of the current 
global COVID-19 crisis on their country and personal situation. 


In Nigeria, the first confirmed case of coronavirus was reported about a month ago. The governor 
immediately suspended the schools and religious gatherings. Sadly some churches took this as 
an attack against them although this was clearly not the case. Four states are currently in 
lockdown. Some high profile people have been affected. Many weaker believers may be tempted 
to slip back to traditional methods for help and healing at a time like this, we need to pray for 
them.


A ConCom member reflected that other world crises (such as the worldwide flu pandemic which 
caused more deaths than WW1 that had just ended) were even more terrible in their impact. 
Perhaps 500 x worse than COVID-19. So let’s remember those who went through those trials and 
run our own race with perseverance. Also remembering those on the medical front lines who have 
contracted the virus and even died, sacrificing their lives for people who may not even have been 
as good as them, Cf Jesus Who gave His life for us all. Imagine if a Dr gave his life for you - you 
would never complain that you still got sick, you would be so grateful. Yet we are not always 
grateful for that which Jesus did for us. 


Illinois, USA, has been in domestic lockdown for about three weeks now, going out only to buy 
fresh milk and pharmaceuticals. The grandchildren have done grocery shopping and delivered the 
purchases to them. There is widespread fear in USA including a sister who is high risk and very 
fearful. Church is online. 


The situation in Mozambique has been a little confusing with various directives coming from 
leadership. Despite the low level of confirmed cases, precautionary measures have been taken 
such as the closure of schools and colleges. CLC has been closed for a week but will re-open due 
to new guidelines. Public transport levels have significantly reduced. Many people live from hand 
to mouth and it is hardest for them as they cannot go about their daily business in the same way.


Abidjan is cut off from the rest of the country. The state has taken various measures but it seems 
not to be enough. There are questions about time lost for students - many don’t have internet to 
be able to study online.  The hardest hit are those who live from day to day. The health workers 
lack the necessary equipment and some have even fled the workplace because they feel over-
vulnerable. A young man named Cyriac, a friend of the family, is in hospital in Paris. He is in an 
artificial coma so that his lungs won’t have to work so hard. Please pray for him. 


Yesterday the President announced containment for Nairobi which was already under nighttime 
curfew. There is no total lockdown so far for fear of reprisals from the people who need to earn 
their living. The infection rate is still slow and this gives reason to be thankful, whilst still praying 
for mercy over the nation. 


PRAYER: There followed a time of prayer for all nations and Africa in particular as the world goes 
through this time of crisis. 


2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th February were approved. 


3.   Review of Communications with Daniel Bourdanné

Conversations continue with Daniel Bourdanné regarding Africa Speaks.


The Tyndale House Foundation will be meeting at the end of April and they would love a report 
from Africa Speaks to be submitted by 17th April. A committee member will draft something and 
run it by the other ASCC members prior to sending it to Tyndale. It was noted that THF usually 



meets twice each year and that the meeting in April will be for the purpose of determining the 
making of grants. 


Someone suggested that we should already be asking the LORD for the names of others who 
could be suitable for Africa Speaks leadership. Four people were suggested. Of course, we don’t 
know yet whether these gentlemen would be interested in working with Africa Speaks.  

4.  Website Development

A summary of four website quotations were circulated just prior to the meeting. While all four 
developers use the same kind of terminology, the prices quoted are very different from each other. 
Someone commented that Calvary Studios seems professional and with a reasonable price. 
Skyline Design actually gave us two options. Someone said that we need to focus on capability 
rather than price and after some discussion, we wondered if we could (at this stage) employ a 
consultant to help us? A member agreed that while we certainly need advice, he thought that 
probably Africa Speaks has friends who could offer volunteer help at this point. We could ask 
Johnathan Pulos, Daniel and maybe Karen Perlman. It was suggested that we could offer $200 for 
some professional evaluation from any of these people. A member will write a separate email to 
Johnathan, Daniel and Karen, to see if they are able to help. There was a moment of prayer at this 
point to ask for the LORD’s help and intervention with taking this matter forward. 


5.  Trust Deed

Someone asked if we needed to make any payment right now to Ms Anne Babu, our solicitor. The 
answer was no, not at the moment. However, now we have some delay in our schedule with the 
Deed because of coronavirus restrictions. When the document finally arrives back in Kenya, 
signed by all, we can’t be sure how long it will take to effect the registration services.


6.  Discipleship Program

We have recently been in communication with Vincent Lélé, who had been very forthcoming and 
detailed in his reply concerning suggestions as to what we could do. He has offered to work 
further on this and shared the names of two others who he thinks could also be involved. A 
committee member would like to forward an English translation of Vincent’s response to David 
Waweru, to get his response as well. This was approved by all. The question of leadership then 
came up. This is something that needs to be very clear. Generally it was agreed that Vincent and 
David could each be in charge of designing the Program, for the French and English regions 
respectively. It is understood that there may be some slight differences in the Program according 
to publishing differences in the English and French-speaking areas. It was pointed out that MAI 
has already offered some training and we need to take care not to replicate what they have done / 
what they are doing. Rather we need to ensure that what each does, will feed into the ministry of 
the other.


The ASCC would remain in charge of the Program, with the two appointed leaders coming 
alongside the ASCC to help design the Program and then present it back to the ASCC. The ASCC 
would then make the decisions about the implementation of the Program. In the meantime, we 
will continue reaching out to Vincent and David. 


7.  Meeting with SINAPIS 

We contacted SINAPIS on a couple of occasions but did not find them very forthcoming in 
communications and so let this go. (To recap, SINAPIS is an organisation that helps others with 
set-up).


8. New Business

There was no new business. 


9. Date for Next Meeting 

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 28th April at the same times. 


10. Prayer 

The meeting closed with prayer and everyone wished each other a blessed Easter. The LORD is 
RISEN indeed! 


