
Africa Speaks Continuation Committee, meeting via Skype on 25th February 2020 

Present: Edward Elliott (chair), John Gathuku, Jules Ouoba, Modupe Ehirim, Tim Welch 
(minutes). (Liz Patten was excused due to her travels.)  

(1)  Prayer and Devotional thought 
The meeting opened with reflection from Judges chapter 6. The people of God were being 
harassed by the Midianites and others who had invaded in large numbers. These people 
destroyed the Israelites’ crops and livestock. The people of Israel cried out to God, and he sent 
an angel to Gideon to remind him that “the Lord is with you, mighty warrior” (vs. 12) and that he 
was being sent by God (vs. 14). For us in Africa Speaks, we can have assurance that God will 
be victorious and that he will be with us. The impact of Africa Speaks can touch the Church in 
Africa and even beyond Africa. He is the Lord who has done and will do the impossible. A time 
of prayer ensued. 

(2)  Approval of the 28 January 2020 minutes 
Those minutes were approved unanimously. 

(3) Trust Deed 
We need to review this latest document and get back with any other comments or changes to 
propose, doing so by no later than Friday 28 February. It appears that we will no longer need to 
have Anne Babu join us to discuss any legal questions concerning this Trust Deed. Once the 
document is finalized, a physical copy needs to be sent from person to person with each one 
signing it and then sending it on to the next person. We will have to send it to one another using 
a courier service such as DHL. After that, we will initiate the opening of a bank account in the 
name of Africa Speaks 2018.  

(4) Communication with Daniel Bourdanné  
A ConCom member will be with Daniel next week at SIM meetings in Jerusalem, so they will be 
able to talk about Africa Speaks, its vision, its activities and various roles in that whole process. 
The ConCom values and wants Daniel’s input. He could provide names of people who could 
potentially serve in a senior staff role. We will explain to him that we see this role as a 
remunerated position for a certain period of time, but we need to also lay the foundation for what 
Africa Speaks will become. We can go back to Daniel’s keynote address in Bannockburn in 
2018. We highly value Daniel’s input as one well-known on several different continents; he has 
experience in publishing; he is bi-lingual in French and English; he has experience in managing/
leading an organization; he is himself from Africa. Who else out there is like that? He could help 
determine the senior staff job description. The idea was put forth that perhaps the Committee 
could meet with Daniel in the UK. We prayed that wisdom would come out of the conversation in 
Israel. We also decided that the hiring of an administrative staff person will only happen after we 
have someone on board as the International Executive Director, since that person should have 
a say in the choice of his/her staff.  

(5) Website development 
A ConCom member led us in a discussion of the document she sent us about the update on the 
website development. She highlighted the points that she thought were the most important from 
Urban Kreative’s response to her inquiry. She is still waiting to hear from Calvary Studio who, 
she noted, is the company that developed the website for Anne Babu in Kenya. She will also 
contact another website developer (who developed the Africa Leadership Study website) 



suggested by Tyndale House Foundation. Ww will also ask Daniel Bourdanné about a website 
developer, as that was one of the initial questions for which we had asked him for help. 

(6) Publishing Discipleship Program 
It was reported that we had contacted Vincent Lélé in Cameroon, asking him to help us with 
some ideas for the publishing discipleship program we’d like to create. We explained to him the 
ideas for such a program that we had discussed in Nairobi back in July 2019. Vincent 
responded that he will get back to us as soon as possible with any ideas he may have. We will 
write and tell him that it would be great if he could reply before our next meeting in March. 

(7)  Meeting with SINAPSIS 
sSchedule has not yet allowed a member to meet with SINAPSIS, but will try to do so in the 
near future. 

(8) New Business 
A Committee member mentioned his telephone call with a Publish 4 Africa (P4A) leader, and 
how it seems like P4A’s heart is not just for setting up Print-on-demand systems, but for seeing 
disciples built up in the Church in Africa and for church growth based on sound doctrine. It 
seems like P4A would be a natural partner for Africa Speaks to help each of us reach our 
objectives. We can encourage them to sign the Africa Speaks Accord, just as Tim Kelly (who 
is also with P4A) did at Bannockburn.  

(9) Next meeting 
We will plan to meet on 24 March 2020 at the usual time if that date works for Liz. If not, then 
we will propose 31 March as our next meeting.  

(10) Closing prayer 
We closed the meeting in prayer, and were reminded that the Lord is in what we are doing.  


