
Africa Speaks 
Continuation Committee Notes 

First Meeting – 9 March 2018 – La Quinta, Bannockburn, Illinois, USA 
 
The Continuation Committee of Africa Speaks convened its initial meeting on  
9 March 2018 in the breakfast area of the La Quinta Inn & Suites in Bannockburn, 
Illinois, USA, at 8:15 AM. The meeting lasted approximately one hour. 
 
In attendance: 
 Committee members 
  John Gathuku 
  Jules Ouoba 
  Tim Welch 
  Edward Elliott 
 Nominated and considering membership 
  Rose Birenge 

Modupe Ehirim 
 Guests 
  Liz Patten 
  Pusonnam Yiri 
 
The Committee’s discussion opened with two topics. 

1) Do we want to be an association? 
2) Should we keep communications going using the Africa Speaks 

website, Africa Speaks 2108 Facebook site, email, and other means of 
electronic communications? 

 
Do we want to be an association? 
 I heard a consensus that the Committee does not wish to form an 
association. I heard concern that forming an association is cumbersome. It might 
lead to maintaining offices in various locations, might involve hiring staff, could 
require regular association meetings and would add work to the lives of busy 
Africa Speaks members. 
 I heard that the Committee wants a community rather than an association. 
We wish to strengthen ties. We wish to encourage each other and learn from each 
other. We have a message, an Accord, and we want people to embrace it. How 
do people to do this? 
 
Community and Communications 
 I heard the Committee focus on Community and Communications. Early 
in the conversation someone asked, how do we keep the website going? 
Someone said that using Facebook and the website is a way to learn to trust and 
like each other. We can use electronic communications to enhance community, to 
keep the conversation going. 
 
 I heard someone point out that we have a 20-point agenda (the Accord). 
Committee members began a conversation on ways the Accord may impact 
publishing: 

1) Use social media to actively keep the conversation going. 



2) Possibly provide training. 
a. Someone pointed out that there is already a Media Associates 

International network. We should try not to overlap. The 
purposes of MAI and Africa Speaks are different. MAI is a 
training organization. Africa Speaks is a community of those in 
the African publishing industry.  

b. I heard someone ask, what makes Africa Speaks unique?  
3) Encourage those who have signed the Accord to work together. 

a. Cooperate. 
b. Avoid destructive competition. 

4) Provide opportunities to visit and perhaps serve internships with 
established publishers. Someone said that a person might have a vision 
for what publishing can be in Africa, but may never have seen how a 
large publisher operates and is managed. Spending time with a 
company such as Tyndale House Publishers or Moody Publishing 
would increase understanding. One cannot build a publishing house 
without knowing what it can be. 

5) African publishers should publish books that document what happens 
in Africa. For example, the Nigerian revival. 

6) Share stories such as the resurgence of CPE, to encourage and motivate 
others in the industry. 

7) Encourage one-on-one communications among signers on subjects of 
mutual interest. 

8) Encourage those in the African publishing industry to succeed without 
Westerners. Share methods and experiences. 

9) Encourage a pan-African vision. Those in the industry should not limit 
themselves to one country.  

10) Work together to distribute books across Africa. 
   
 
Growing the Community 
 I heard that we should focus on enhancing the community of those who 
signed the Accord before seeking to actively increase the size of the community.  

There are already people in the African publishing industry who have 
indicated that they wish to be a part of the on-going conversation. It was 
suggested that we should tell people what has happened, tell them what we have 
signed, and if they wish to sign, invite them to join the community. It is not clear 
if we came to consensus on this. 
 
 
 
 
Notes respectfully submitted by Edward Elliott, Committee member. 
 
 
   
  


